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WRITTEN ENTRY CHECKLIST
In addition to Written Entry Guidelines, participants must observe all of the standards on the Written Entry 
Checklist on page 52. These standards are designed to make competition as fair as possible.

PRESENTATION GUIDELINES
•	 Prior to the presentation, the judge will evaluate the written portion of the entry. The major emphasis 

of the written entry is on the content. Drawings, illustrations and graphic presentations (where 
allowed) will be judged for clarity, not artistic value.

•	 The participants have assumed the roles of hired consultants. The judge is to assume the role of the 
business’s/organization’s owner/manager.

•	 The participants will present the plan to the judge in a 15-minute presentation worth 40 points. (See 
Presentation Judging.)

•	 The presentation begins immediately after the introduction of the participants to the judge by the 
adult assistant. Each participant must take part in the presentation.

•	 Each participant may bring a copy of the written entry or note cards pertaining to the written entry to 
use as reference during the presentation.

•	 The participants may use the following items during the oral presentation:
–	 not more than three (3) standard-sized posters not to exceed 22 1/2 inches by 30 1/2 inches each. 

Participants may use both sides of the posters, but all attachments must fit within the poster 
dimensions. 

–	 one (1) standard-sized presentation display board not to exceed 36 1/2 inches by 48 1/2 inches.  
–	 one (1) desktop flip chart presentation easel 12 inches by 10 inches (dimensions of the page). 
–	 one (1) personal laptop computer. 
–	 cell phones/smartphones, iPods/MP3 players, iPads/tablets or any type of a hand-held, information 

sharing device will be allowed in written events IF applicable to the presentation. 
–	 sound, as long as the volume is kept at a conversational level. 

•	 Only visual aids that can be easily carried to the presentation by the actual participants will be 
permitted, and the participants themselves must set up the visuals. No set-up time will be allowed. 
Participants must furnish their own materials and equipment. No electrical power or Internet 
connection will be supplied. 

•	 Materials appropriate to the situation may be handed to or left with judges in all competitive events. 
Items of monetary value may be handed to but may not be left with judges. Items such as flyers, 
brochures, pamphlets and business cards may be handed to or left with the judge. No food or drinks 
allowed.

•	 If any of these rules are violated, the adult assistant must be notified by the judge.

PRESENTATION JUDGING
Participants will make a 15-minute presentation to you. Remember, you are taking on the role of the 
owner/manager of the business/organization. You may refer to the written entry, or to notes, during the 
presentation.

At the beginning of the presentation (after introductions), the participants will explain the proposed 
strategic plan. Allow the participants to complete this portion without interruption, unless you are asked to 
respond. Each participant must take part in the presentation.  

If time remains, you may ask questions that seem appropriate, based on your notes or on the written entry 
itself (to which you may refer during the presentation).

At the conclusion of the presentation, thank the participant(s). Then complete the Presentation Evaluation 
Form, making sure to record a score for all categories. The maximum score for the presentation is 40 points.


